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with  the  hope  that  they  will  dig  deeper 
into  their  heritage. 


FOREWORD 


The  Montana  State  Library’s  State  Plan  for  Title  III  of  the  Library  Services  and 
Construction  Act  provides  for  the  coordination  of  resources  of  libraries.  One 
means  of  accomplishing  this  has  been  the  improvement  of  access  to  these 
resources  through  such  means  as  the  present  bibliography. 


The  State  Library  is  pleased  to  have  supported  the  preparation  and  publication 
of  this  bibliography  through  a  grant  to  Mrs.  Alma  Smith  Jacobs,  Librarian,  Great 
Falls  Public  Library,  and  Mrs.  Lucille  Smith  Thompson,  Reference  Librarian, 
Montana  State  University.  This  work,  and  others  of  its  type,  will  do  much  to 
strengthen  library  service  through  better  understanding  of  the  resources  available 
to  the  library  user  in  the  state  and  better  identification  of  the  means  of  access 
to  these  resources. 

David  R.  Hoffman 

Acting  State  Librarian 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  EaSj^j  Lyrjdafe  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 
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THE  NEGRO  IN  MONTANA 
1800-1945 

A  SELECTIVE  BIBLIOGRAPHY 


It  is  hoped  that  this  guide  to  sources  of  information  about  Negroes  in 
Montana  will  serve  as  a  departure  point  for  further  research  in  this  area. 

The  bibliography  is  selective  and  not  exhaustive.  It  is  not  designed  to  be 
used  as  a  selection  tool  since  many  of  the  items  are  unavailable  at  the  present 
time.  The  materials  included  in  the  bibliography  include  books,  periodical  articles, 
newspaper  clippings,  pamphlets,  and  miscellany.  Locations  of  materials  are 
given  in  parentheses  at  the  end  of  entries,  unless  they  are  generally  held  by 
most  libraries. 

The  dates  which  the  bibliography  encompasses  are  1800-1945.  The  1800 
date  allows  us  to  include  the  historical  figure  of  York,  the  Negro  slave  with  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition.  The  cut-off  date  of  1945  excludes  the  period  in 
the  Negro’s  history  after  World  War  II  and  the  events  leading  up  to  the  Civil 
Rights  movement.  Material  covering  these  dates  is  more  readily  accessible  and 
may  serve  at  a  later  date  as  the  basis  for  a  supplementary  bibliography. 

Some  of  the  information  appearing  in  the  bibliography  will  bear  dates  beyond 
the  1945  cut-off  date,  but  in  most  instances  it  represents  people  who  came  into 
the  state  at  an  earlier  date  or  events  which  took  place  at  a  previous  time. 

As  the  bibliography  began  to  take  shape,  it  soon  became  apparent  that 
many  articles  were  fashioned  in  the  same  manner.  Many  of  the  newspaper 
accounts  of  “news”  about  Negroes  were  of  a  derisive  nature.  The  “riding  out 
of  town  of  a  mixed  couple  was  a  huge  joke  with  acts  of  cruelty  accompanying 
the  “deed.”  Most  newspaper  accounts  depict  the  Negro  as  an  inferior,  occa¬ 
sionally  admired  as  individuals.  The  obituaries  refused  dignity  even  in  death 
and  referred  to  Negroes  as  auntie  and  uncle  —  “gone  where  the  good  darkies  go.” 

To  many  settlers  of  the  West,  the  new  land  was  a  challenge,  an  opportunity, 
a  second  chance.  But  the  occasional  Negro  who  came  as  someone’s  slave! 
maid,  or  handyman,  was  allowed  no  dreams.  The  earlier  stereotyped  attitudes 
which  the  Negro  settler  felt  before  leaving  his  home  followed  him  to  the  plains 
and  mountains.  The  West  was  big,  but  not  big  enough  for  the  Caucasian  settler 
to  share  his  dreams  with  Negroes,  Chinese  or  Indians. 

According  to  the  1910  census  there  were  1,834  Negroes  in  Montana.  It 
seems  hard  to  believe  that  so  few  a  number  could  have  caused  so  much  discussion 
that  laws  were  placed  in  the  Statutes  on  miscegenation,  and  separate  schools. 
Miscegenation  laws  were  not  stricken  from  the  Statutes  until  1953! 

The  compilers  are  indebted  to  the  many  public  librarians  throughout  the 
state  for  their  assistance  in  locating  some  of  the  material,  the  Montana  Historical 
Society  Library,  M.  G.  Burlingame,  formerly  the  Chairman  of  the  Department  of 
History,  Montana  State  University,  and  others  who  have  helped  generously  to 
make  this  bibliography  come  alive. 
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NEWSPAPER  ARTICLES 


“All  his  education  he  owes  to  Missoula  and  the  University,”  HARLOWTON  TIMES, 
October  24,  1963. 

Dorsey,  James  W.  —  Missoula,  Montana 

Anderson,  Becky,  “Recalls  Early  Lincoln,”  LINCOLN  GAZETTE,  July  9,  1970,  p.  4. 
Palmer,  Alice  —  Lincoln,  Montana. 


“Aunt  Adeline,  Near  100,”  MONTANA  NEWSPAPER  ASSOCIATION  INSERTS, 
August  7,  1939. 

Aunt  Adeline  —  Judith  Mountains  near  Lewistown,  Montana. 

“Billings’  First  Lamplighter  Found  City  a  ‘Boom  Town’  —  Browning  also  pioneered 
Yellowstone  National  Park  Trail  74  Years  Ago,”  BILLINGS  GAZETTE,  April  13, 
1947,  Second  Section  p.  1. 

Browning,  Walker  —  Billings,  Montana. 

“Biographical  sketches  of  Negroes  in  Butte  and  Helena,”  MONTANA  PLAINDEAL- 
ER,  December  22,  1906. 

“A  Black  and  White  Squall,”  THE  GLENDIVE  INDEPENDENT,  August  12,  1393,  p.  3. 
Unbelievable  account  of  inhuman  treatment  of  an  interracial  couple. 

“Black  Mary  Labored  Long  at  Old  St.  Peter’s  Mission,”  MONTANA  NEWSPAPER 
ASSOCIATION  INSERTS,  August  7,  1939. 

Fields,  Mary  —  Cascade,  Montana. 


“Book  Throws  New  Light  on  Custer’s  Life,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  June  24, 
1956.  Magazine  section,  p.  11. 

“Mrs.  Maria  Dutriueille’s  reminiscences  about  Custer  and  his  wife  are  reported 
in  a  book  Mrs.  Florence  Franklin  is  writing.” 

Bronson,  Earl,  “Havre’s  Early  History  and  Leading  Characters  Are  Recalled,” 
HAVRE  DAILY  NEWS,  October  11,  1968. 

“Ma  Pleas”  (Mrs.  Alice  Pleasant)  came  to  Havre  from  Fort  Assiniboine  where 
her  husband  had  been  stationed. 

“Butte  Negro,  Who  Years  Ago  Won  Acclaim  as  Singer,  Reviews  His  Life  That 
Began  in  Slavey,”  MONTANA  STANDARD,  March  1,  1942,  p.  12. 

Logan,  Robert  C.  —  Butte,  Montana. 


“Captain  Bivins,  Veteran  of  Many  Wars,  on  Emergency  Officers’  Retirement  List,” 
BILLINGS  GAZETTE,  March  2,  1930,  Second  Section  p.  10.  (Photo) 

“Capt.  Horace  Bivins,  Negro  War  Veteran  Looks  Back  Upon  Active,  Adventurous 
Career  in  Army,”  BILLINGS  GAZETTE,  March  3,  1935,  Second  Section  p.  1. 
Bivins,  Captain  Horace  W.  —  Billings,  Montana. 


“Clarissa  Crump,  Who  Came  to  Last  Chance  Gulch  in  Gold 
HELENA  INDEPENDENT,  March  11,  1941,  p.  1. 

Crump,  Clarissa  —  Helena,  Montana. 


Rush  Days,  is  Dead,” 


“A  Colony  of  Negroes  May  Come  to  Montana  —  Booker  T.  Washington  is  Moving 
Factor  to  Secure  Several  Thousand  Acres  and  Put  it  in  40  Acre  Farms  Placing 
Every  Family  on  a  Tract,”  GREAT  FALLS  DAILY  TRIBUNE,  December  5,  1904 
p.  5,  col.  6. 


“Color  Trouble,”  BOZEMAN  DAILY  CHRONICLE,  April  8,  1891,  p.  3,  col.  4. 

“Colored  Waiter  Goes  Back  Home;  Leaves  Butte  for  Sunny  South  After  50  Years 
in  Treasure  State.”  MONTANA  NEWSPAPER  ASSOCIATION  INSERTS,  Decem¬ 
ber  30,  1940. 

Louis  R.  Ridley,  son  of  a  slave  was  brought  to  Montana  by  Marcus  Dalv 
in  1890.  7 
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Davis,  E.  M.,  “Scattered  Trees,  Abandoned  Terraces  Mark  End  of  Nigger  Bill’s 
‘Hill  of  the  Lord’,”  SANDERS  COUNTY  LEDGER,  March  10,  1955,  p.  3. 

Norton,  William  —  Thompson  Falls,  Montana. 

“Ed  Sims  Goes  into  Business,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  August  27,  1906,  p.  8. 
First  colored  resident  of  Great  Falls  opens  bootblacking  parlors. 

“Falls  Woman,  80,  is  Honored  on  Birthday,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  March  2, 
1941,  p.  8. 

Knott,  Katie  —  Great  Falls,  Montana. 

Fenton,  Helen,  “Sheridan  Old-Timers  Recall  Election  Night  Shooting,”  GREAT 
FALLS  TRIBUNE,  May  17,  1970. 

The  first  Negro  to  serve  on  a  jury  in  the  state. 

Fields,  Mary,  Obituary,  CASCADE  COURIER,  Friday,  December  11,  1914. 

“First  Afro-American  Resident  Arrives  at  Veterans’  Home,  HUNGRY  HORSE  NEWS, 
December  20,  1968. 

Brockman,  Daniel  P.  —  Twin  Bridges,  Montana. 

“First  Cascade  County  Colored  Contingent  Will  Leave  Great  Falls  for  Camp  Lewis 
Today,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  October  27,  1917,  p.  6. 

“First  Negro  to  Set  Foot  in  Montana  was  York,  Clark’s  Sen/ant  with  the  Lewis  & 
Clark  Expedition,  Crossing  this  Territory  in  1804  and  1806,”  MONTANA  NEWS¬ 
PAPER  ASSOCIATION  INSERTS,  January  18,  1929. 

York. 

“Gallant  Black  Soldiers  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry  Who  Saw  Much  Service  in  Montana 
With  General  John  J.  Pershing,”  MONTANA  NEWSPAPER  ASSOCIATION  IN¬ 
SERTS,  April  18,  1930. 

“Grandma  cooked  for  Custer,”  BILLINGS  GAZETTE,  June  26,  1960,  Second  Sec¬ 
tion  p.  1. 

Munday,  Susan  Tinsley. 

“Guide  Tells  of  Negroes  —  Guiding  an  Immigrant  Train  from  Fort  Kearney  to 
Alder  Gulch,  1861,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  Nov.  1,  1931,  Parade  Section. 

Indian  Scout  William  Drannan. 

“Helena  has  had  a  colored  policeman  for  the  Last  Six  Years,”  COLORED  CITIZEN, 
September  3,  1894. 

Irvin,  W.  C. 

“J.  P.  Ball,  Sr.,  Nominated  for  Coroner  of  Lewis  &  Clark  County  —  Unable  to 
Accept  Because  of  Business  Interest,”  COLORED  CITIZEN,  September  3,  1894. 

“J.  P.  Ball,  Sr.,  Only  Negro  Photographer  in  the  Northwest,”  COLORED  CITIZEN, 
Sept.  3,  1894. 

One  of  oldest  members  of  profession  dating  back  to  1845  —  the  daguerrotype 

era.  Prior  to  the  war,  Mr.  Ball  had  one  of  the  largest  and  best-equipped 

studios  in  Cincinnati.  Ball’s  Photograph  Gallery  was  also  the  office  of  the 

Colored  Citizen. 

“Katie  Knott,  Pioneer,  Dies  Here,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  January  19,  1961,  p.  1. 

Knott,  Katie  —  Great  Falls,  Montana. 

“Last  Pioneer  Negro  Woman  Called  Today  —  Mrs.  Clarissa  Crump  Came  to 
Helena  in  1865,”  THE  MONTANA  RECORD-HERALD,  March  10,  1941,  p.  3,  col.  4. 

Crump,  Clarissa  —  Helena,  Montana. 

“A  List  of  Helena  Lodges,”  MONTANA  PLAINDEALER,  July  6,  1906,  p.  4,  col.  3. 

“Mary  Jane  Harris  Died  in  Salt  Lake,  April  18,  1881.”  HELENA  WEEKLY  HERALD, 
April  28,  1881,  p.  7. 

Came  to  Montana  as  a  slave  belonging  to  J.  G.  Baker. 
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“Miles  City’s  Only  Civil  War  Vet  was  Born  in  Slavery,”  MONTANA  NEWSPAPER 
ASSOCIATION  INSERTS,  February  13,  1939. 

Hunter,  Moses  —  Miles  City,  Montana. 

“Miss  McDonald,  Pioneer  Family’s  Daughter,  Dies,”  BOZEMAN  DAILY  CHRONICLE, 
August  23,  1967,  p.  12. 

McDonald,  Mellissa  —  Bozeman,  Montana. 

“Mrs.  C.  Smith,  Falls  Resident  61  Years  Dies,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  June  26, 
1953,  p.  8,  col.  3. 

Glovinda  Smith  came  to  Fort  Benton  by  riverboat. 

“Mrs.  Freeman,  96,  Recalls  Lewistown’s  Early  Days,”  LEWISTOWN  DAILY  NEWS, 
February  27,  1957,  p.  3. 

Freeman,  Mrs.  Georgia  —  Lewistown,  Montana. 

“Mrs.  Laura  Sidney,  Who  Saw  History  in  its  Making,  Passes,”  HELENA  DAILY 
INDEPENDENT,  May  17,  1940. 

Sidney,  Mrs.  Laura  —  Townsend,  Montana. 

“Montana  Negro,  Once  a  Slave,  is  Fine  Singer,”  MONTANA  NEWSPAPER  ASSO¬ 
CIATION  INSERTS,  April  13,  1942. 

Logan,  Robert  Canada  —  Butte,  Montana. 

“Much-Decorated  Billings  Captain  Will  Revise  History  of  Negro  Cavalry,”  BILLINGS 
GAZETTE,  September  25,  1949,  p.  1. 

Bivins,  Captain  Horace  W.  —  Billings,  Montana. 

“My  Mother  was  a  Slave,”  MEAGHER  COUNTY  NEWS,  May  25,  1955,  p.  1. 

“New  York  Water  Commissioner,  a  Former  Montanan,  Refuses  to  Comply  With 
Racial  Survey  Order,”  LEWISTOWN  NEWS  ARGUS,  November  2,  1963,  p.  6. 

Ford,  Arthur  C. 

“Nigger  Mary  Fields,  Early  Day  Resident  of  Cascade,  one  of  State’s  Noted 
Characters,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  May  22,  1939,  p.  10. 

Fields,  Mary  —  Cascade,  Montana. 

“Organization  of  Afro-American  Protective  League,”  MONTANA  PLAINDEALER, 
April  24,  1909,  p.  4. 

“Pioneer  Woman  Dies  at  Home,”  BILLINGS  GAZETTE,  August  8,  1944,  p.  10. 

Bivins,  Mrs.  Claudia  May  —  Billings,  Montana. 

“Pioneer  Social  Glee  Club . . .  the  Name  Applied  to  a  Social  Organization  Recently 
Instituted  by  the  Colored  Population  of  our  City,”  HELENA  WEEKLY  HERALD, 
January  10,  1867,  p.  3. 

“Plan  to  Use  Colored  Troops  to  Dig  Copper  Precipitates  Crisis,  THE  REGISTER, 
November  22,  1942,  p.  1. 

“Retired  Captain  Tells  of  Philippine  Experiences,”  BILLINGS  GAZETTE,  January 
21,  1945,  p.  1. 

Captain  Horace  Bivins. 

“Smoky  Wilson,  Negro  Interpreter  Who  has  Been  an  Adopted  Member  of  the  Crow 
Indian  Tribe  for  60  Years  and  Who  has  Lived  Among  its  Members  all  That 
Time,  Stands  High  with  Both  White  and  Red  Men;  Friend  of  General  Scott,” 
MONTANA  NEWSPAPER  ASSOCIATION  INSERTS,  September  8,  1930. 

Wilson,  Smoky. 

Stearns,  H.  G.,  “Uneasy  Editor’s  Chair,”  —  Letter  from  James  W.  Dorsey,  Harlow- 
ton,  Montana,  TIMES,  October  24,  1963. 

Dorsey,  James  W. 
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“To  Dedicate  African  Methodist  Church,”  GREAT  FALLS  DAILY  TRIBUNE,  August 
6,  1905,  p.  6,  col.  5. 

“Built  14  years  ago;  had  never  been  dedicated.” 

“Whip  and  a  Green  Bottle  Played  Role  in  McDonald’s  Lives,”  BOZEMAN  DAILY 
CHRONICLE,  August  9,  1964,  p.  D6  (100th  Anniversary  Edition). 

McDonald,  Richard  —  Bozeman,  Montana. 

••  ♦ 

“Will  Dedicate  New  Church  —  Union  Bethel  Congregation  to  be  Consecrated  by 
Bishop  Today,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  September  9,  1917,  p.  7. 

“William  Morgan,  a  Republican  Candidate  for  Constable  of  Great  Falls,”  COLORED 
CITIZEN,  October  15,  1894. 

“Williams,  Stephen  of  1004  Sixth  Avenue  South  died  in  this  city  Wednesday,” 
GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE,  October  15,  1925,  p.  11. 

Came  to  Montana  in  1883  as  Governor  Samuel  T.  Hauser’s  butler. 

“Woman  Who  Served  Custer  at  Fort  Lincoln  Dies  Here,”  GREAT  FALLS  TRIBUNE, 
May  2,  1939,  p.  12. 

Mrs.  Maria  Dutriueille  saw  Seventh  Cavalry  ride  westward. 
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MAGAZINE  ARTICLES 


Albright,  R.  E.  “The  American  Civil  War  as  a  Factor  In  Montana  Territorial  Poli¬ 
tics,”  PACIFIC  HISTORICAL  REVIEW,  (March  1937)  pp.  36-46. 

Athearn,  Robert  G.  “Frontier  Critics  of  the  Western  Army,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE 
OF  WESTERN  HISTORY,  v.  5,  no.  2,  (Spring  1955)  pp.  16-28. 

p.  17  —  “Negro  Troops  of  the  25th  Infantry  on  Parade  Ground  at  Fort  Shaw, 
Montana,  in  1890.”  (photo) 

“Bits  From  the  Editor’s  Mail  Pouch,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE  OF  WESTERN  HIS¬ 
TORY,  v.  XII,  no.  4,  (Autumn  1962)  pp.  76-80. 

p.  77  —  “Linderman  account  of  his  Negro  companion.” 

“Bits  From  the  Editor’s  Mail  Pouch,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE  OF  WESTERN  HIS¬ 
TORY,  v.  XIII,  no.  1,  (Winter  1963)  pp.  85-88. 

p.  87  —  “Linderman’s  daughter  writes  that  Nigger  Prairie  not  far  from  Big 
Fork,  is  named  for  this  companion  of  Linderman’s  because  he  was  the  one 
of  his  race  in  the  Flathead.” 

Bryan,  Charles  W.  Jr.  “Dr.  Lamme  and  His  Gallant  Little  ‘Yellowstone’.”  MON¬ 
TANA  MAGAZINE  OF  WESTERN  HISTORY,  v.  XV,  no.  3,  (Summer  1965)  pp.  24-43. 

p.  30  —  “The  steamer  Yellowstone  was  launched  on  April  18,  1876,  ‘built 
expressly  for  the  trade’,  will  leave  for  the  mouth  of  the  Bighorn,  the  head  of 
navigation  on  the  Yellowstone  and  all  intermediate  points  on  Saturday,  April 
29,  giving  through  bills  to  all  points  in  eastern  Montana,  connecting  at  Bighorn 
with  land  transportation  . . . 

P-  37  —  ...  a  strike  of  the  Negro  roustabouts  or  ‘roosters'  was  mentioned  in 
the  St.  Louis  Republican  of  July  28,  1877.” 

“Captain  Dodge’s  Colored  Troops  to  the  Rescue,”  CENTURY  MAGAZINE,  v.  42, 
no.  6,  (October  1891). 

p.  842  —  9th  Cavalry  —  October  1879.  (drawing) 

Coleman,  Rufus  A.  “Mark  Twain  in  Montana,  1895,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE  OF 
WESTERN  HISTORY,  v.  Ill,  no.  2,  (Spring  1953)  pp.  9-17. 

pp.  16-17  —  “The  troops  were  stationed  at  Fort  Missoula,  Montana.”  (photo) 

Cooper,  Gary.  “Stage  Coach  Mary,”  EBONY,  (October  1959)  pp.  97-99. 

Fields,  Mary. 

Ege,  Robert  J.  “Custer’s  Negro  Interpreter,”  NEGRO  DIGEST,  (February  1965) 
pp.  29-35. 

One  of  the  most  trusted  aides  of  the  ill-fated  general  at  historic  Little  Big 
Horn  was  Isaiah  Dorman,  who  spoke  the  language  of  the  Sioux. 

“The  Great  Bicycle  Ride,”  MONTANA  SPORTS  OUTDOORS,  (August  1960),  p.  11. 
The  account  of  this  unusual  military  experience,  conducted  before  the  turn 
of  the  century. 

Harris,  Mark.  “The  Legend  of  Black  Mary,”  NEGRO  DIGEST,  (August  1950) 
pp.  84-87. 

“Henry  W.  Blake:  Proper  Bostonian,  Purposeful  Pioneer,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE 
OF  WESTERN  HISTORY,  v.  XIV,  no.  4,  (Autumn  1964)  pp.  32-56. 

p.  37  —  “Henry  Blake  writes  of  traveling  on  the  steamer  Agnes  from  St.  Louis 
to  Fort  Benton  and  recalls  an  incident  in  which  an  Indian  Chief  tried  to  buy 
from  Captain  Merrill  the  colored  chambermaid  of  the  boat  and  was  angry 
when  he  refused  to  sell  her.” 

p.  39  —  “Henry  Blake  further  recalls  that  there  were  thirty  Negroes  in  Virginia 
City  (in  1866),  with  a  history  of  having  been  slaves  three  years  before  this 
period,  and  some  remitted  money  to  their  old  masters  who  were  poverty- 
stricken.” 


Howell,  Edgar  M.  “A  Special  Artist  in  the  Indian  Wars,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE  OF 
WESTERN  HISTORY,  v..XV,  no.  2,  (Spring  1965)  pp.  2-23. 

pp.  21-22  —  T.  R.  Davis’  drawing  of  colored  troops  is  probably  the  first 
graphically  recorded  instance  of  personnel  of  the  newly-formed  Negro  regi¬ 
ments  in  combat.  In  the  reorganization  of  the  Army  following  the  Civil  War, 
the  9th  and  10th  Cavalries  and  the  38th  through  the  41st  Infantries  (later 
consolidated  to  form  the  24th  and  25th  Infantries)  were  formed  of  Negro 
enlisted  personnel. 

Johnson,  Dorothy  M.  ‘‘Some  Exciting  Years  in  the  Past  of  Montana’s  Capital  City 
as  Seen  Through  Teen-Age  Eyes,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE  OF  WESTERN  HIS¬ 
TORY,  v.  XII,  no.  1,  (Winter  1962)  pp.  3-22. 

p.  10  —  ‘‘William  H.  ‘Red’  Sterres,  the  mulatto  who  freely  confessed  to  his 
part  in  the  murder  of  the  frugal  Warl  was  not  hanged  until  October  28,  1875, 
because  of  a  legal  technicality  which  granted  him  a  new  trial.” 

Linderman,  Frank  Bird.  ‘‘My  Camp  Kettle  Career,”  FRONTIER  AND  MIDLAND, 
v.  19  (Spring  1939)  pp.  153-167. 

Lottich,  Kenneth  V.,  ed.  ‘‘My  Trip  to  Montana  Territory,  1879,”  MONTANA  MAGA¬ 
ZINE  OF  WESTERN  HISTORY,  v.  XV,  no.  1,  (Winter  1965)  pp.  13-25. 

p.  14  —  ‘‘In  the  late  winter  of  1878  (or  the  early  spring  of  1879)  Will  Warfield 
and  Doc  Cargill  drove  overland  to  Montana  from  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  Travel¬ 
ing  with  the  outfit  was  a  Negro  servant.” 

McConnell,  Ronald  C.  ‘‘Isaiah  Dorman  and  the  Custer  Expedition,”  JOURNAL  OF 
NEGRO  HISTORY,  v.  33,  (July  1948)  pp.  344-352. 

McFarland,  Carl.  ‘‘Abraham  Lincoln  and  Montana  Territory,”  MONTANA  MAGA¬ 
ZINE  OF  WESTERN  HISTORY,  v.  V,  no.  4,  (Autumn  1955)  pp.  42-47. 

pp.  46-47  —  ‘‘Suffrage  question  discussed  in  the  Senate.” 

McLemore,  Clyde,  ‘‘Fort  Pease,  The  First  Attempted  Settlement  in  Yellowstone 
Valley,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE  OF  WESTERN  HISTORY,  v.  II,  no.  1  (January 
1952)  pp.  17-31. 

pp.  30-31  —  Incident  at  Fort  Pease,  Montana. 

Moss,  James  M.  “Recent  Experiments  in  Infantry  Bicycling  Corps,”  OUTINGS, 
(February  1897)  pp.  488-492. 

Account  of  the  organization  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  U.S.  Infantry  Bicycle  Corps 
at  Fort  Missoula,  Montana,  in  1896. 

Remington,  Frederic.  “A  Scout  With  the  Buffalo  Soldiers,”  CENTURY  MAGAZINE, 
v.  37,  (New  Series  v.  15),  no.  6  April  1889,  pp.  899-910. 

Reynolds,  George  W.  “Nature  Sets  the  Stage  as  Defeated  Men  Pray  for  Quenching 
Rains,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE  OF  WESTERN  HISTORY,  v.  X,  no.  4,  (Autumn 
1960)  pp.  46-49. 

p.  48  —  “Colored  troops  hold  the  fire  lines  near  Wallace  and  serve  as  rescue 
parties  to  the  remnants  of  the  fire  crews.” 

Rothermich,  A.  E.  “Early  Days  at  Fort  Missoula,”  FRONTIER  AND  MIDLAND,  v. 
16,  no.  3,  (Spring  1936)  pp.  225-235. 

Savage,  Wm.  S.  “The  Negro  in  the  History  of  the  Pacific  Northwest,”  JOURNAL 
OF  NEGRO  HISTORY,  v.  13,  no.  3,  (July  1928),  pp.  255-264. 

Savage,  Wm.  S.  “The  Negro  in  the  Westward  Movement,”  JOURNAL  OF  NEGRO 
HISTORY,  v.  25,  no.  4,  (October  1940)  pp.  531-539. 

Savage,  Wm.  S.  “The  Negro  on  the  Mining  Frontier,”  JOURNAL  OF  NEGRO  HIS¬ 
TORY,  v.  30,  no.  1,  (January  1945),  pp.  30-46. 

Savage,  Wm.  S.  “Role  of  the  Negro  Soldiers  in  Protecting  the  Frontier  from  In¬ 
truders,”  JOURNAL  OF  NEGRO  HISTORY,  v.  36,  no.  1,  (January  1951)  pp.  25-34. 
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“Stagecoach  Mary,”  CATHOLIC  DIGEST,  (December  1959)  pp.  40-42. 

Story  about  Mary  Fields  condensed  from  EBONY. 

Sterling,  Chandler  W.  “Leigh  Richmond  Brewer:  Frontier  Bishop  on  the  Loose,” 
MONTANA  MAGAZINE  OF  HISTORY,  v.  XI,  no.  3,  (Summer  1961)  p.  39-50. 

p.  43  —  Footnote  mentions  colored  troops  at  Fort  Assiniboine. 

Sweetman,  Alice  M.  “Mondak:  Planned  City  of  Hope  Astride  Montana-Dakota 
Border,”  MONTANA  MAGAZINE  OF  WESTERN  HISTORY,  v.  XV,  no.  4,  (Autumn 
1965)  pp.  12-27. 

pp.  23-24  —  Describes  the  lynching  of  a  Negro  named  Collins. 


—  9  — 


■ 


■ 


.  , 

■ 

-10- 


BOOKS 

Abbott,  Newton  C.  MONTANA  IN  THE  MAKING.  Billings,  Montana,  Gazette  Print¬ 
ing  Company,  1964,  485p. 
pp.  247,  266. 

Barsness,  Larry.  GOLD  CAMP.  New  York,  Hastings,  1962,  312p. 
p.  81  —  Mentions  Negro  slave  who  lived  in  Virginia  City. 

Berry,  Gerald  L.  ALBERTA-MONTANA  RELATIONSHIPS,  1950.  Thesis  (M.A.)  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Alberta,  Canada,  1950,  157p.  (Montana  Historical  Society  Library) 
p.  54  —  “The  liquor  supply  from  the  nigger  gangs  (who  traveled  the  country) 
steadily  grew  until  one  could  even  find  the  dead  lying  around  uncovered.” 

Bonner,  T.  D.  LIFE  AND  ADVENTURES  OF  JAMES  P.  BECKWOURTH.  London,  T. 
Fisher  Unwin,  n.d. 

Mountaineer,  scout,  pioneer  and  chief  of  the  Crow  nation  of  Indians.  Written 
from  his  own  dictation  by  T.  D.  Bonner. 

Burlingame,  Merrill  Gildea  and  Toole,  K.  Ross.  A  HISTORY  OF  MONTANA.  New 
York,  Lewis  Historical  Publishing  Company,  Inc.,  1957,  3  vols. 
v.  1,  p.  200  —  “The  Company’s  propaganda  was  limited  to  innuendoes  that 
Helena  was  ‘importing’  voters,  that  Helena  discriminated  against  Negroes,  that 
Helena  residents  were  too  ‘culture  conscious’.” 
v.  2,  p.  287  —  Mention  of  “Born  to  Be”  by  Taylor  Gordon, 
v.  2,  p.  345  —  “At  least  three  Negro  churches  were  also  formed  in  Butte  and 
Great  Falls  and  the  larger  one  in  Helena  which  organized  in  1909,  and  be¬ 
came  inactive  in  1938.” 

Cascade  Historical  Committee.  MOUNTAINS  AND  MEADOWS.  Great  Falls,  Blue 
Print  and  Letter  Company,  1970,  256p. 

Contains  story  of  Mary  Fields. 

Cashin,  Hershel  V.  UNDER  FIRE.  F.  T.  Neely  Publisher,  1899,  361  p. 

With  the  Tenth  U.S.  Cavalry.  Being  a  brief  review  of  the  Negro’s  participation 
in  the  wars  of  the  United  States . . .  with  an  introduction  by  Major-General 
Joseph  Wheeler,  by  Herschel  V.  Cashin,  Charles  Alexander,  William  T.  An¬ 
derson,  Arthur  M.  Brown,  Horace  W.  Bivins. 

Dimsdale,  Thos.  J.  VIGILANTES  OF  MONTANA.  Butte,  McKee  Printing  Co.,  1949, 

268p. 

p.  148. 

Dunham,  Philip.  THE  NEGRO  COWBOYS.  New  York,  Dodd  Mead,  1965,  278p. 
The  role  that  the  Negro-American  played  in  opening  the  west. 

Federal  Works  Project.  MONTANA,  A  STATE  GUIDEBOOK.  New  York,  Hastings 
House,  1949. 
pp.  57-58. 

Felton,  H.  W.  JIM  BECKWOURTH,  NEGRO  MOUNTAIN  MAN.  Dodd,  1966,  173p. 

Gordon,  Taylor.  BORN  TO  BE.  New  York,  Covici-Friede,  1929,  236p. 
Autobiography  of  a  singer  from  White  Sulphur  Springs. 

Hamilton,  James  McClellan.  FROM  WILDERNESS  TO  STATEHOOD,  A  HISTORY 
OF  MONTANA  1805-1900.  Portland,  Binfords  &  Mort,  1957,  620p. 

p.  88  —  Chardon’s  Negro,  p.  352,  356  —  Montana’s  Negro  population, 
p.  499  —  Separate  school  legislation. 

Handy,  W.  C.  FATHER  OF  THE  BLUES.  New  York,  MacMillan,  1944,  317p. 
p.  41  —  Describes  a  one-night  stand  in  Helena. 

Heard,  J.  Norman.  THE  BLACK  FRONTIERSMEN:  ADVENTURES  OF  NEGROES 
AMONG  AMERICAN  INDIANS,  1528-1918.  New  York,  John  Day,  1969,  128p. 
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HISTORICAL  ESSAYS  ON  MONTANA  AND  THE  NORTHWEST.  Edited  by  J.  W. 
Smurr,  and  K.  Ross  Toole,  Helena,  Montana,  The  Western  Press,  Historical  So¬ 
ciety  of  Montana,  1957, '304p. 

Contains  essay  by  J.  W.  Smurr,  “Jim  Crow  Out  West.”  Extensive  bibliography 
and  footnote  references. 

Historical  Society  of  Montana.  CONTRIBUTIONS.  Helena,  Montana,  Independent 
Publishing  Company,  Rocky  Mountain  Publishing  Company,  1876.  10  vols. 

Contributions  to  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  with  its  transactions,  acts 
of  incorporations,  Constitution,  ordinances,  officers  and  members. 

v.  1,  p.  303  —  List  of  citizens  living  at  Fort  Benton,  during  the  winter  of  1862 
and  1863.  Phil.  Barnes,  (Negro),  employe,  Ft.  Benton,  Henry  Mills,  (Negro), 
employe,  Ft.  Benton,  Vanlitburg,  Jas.  (Negro),  cook,  Ft.  Benton. 

v.  2,  p.  123  —  Montana  City...  about  the  29th  of  June  1862.  Samuel  T. 

Hauser,  Frank  Louthan  and  - Alt  arrived  ...  on  their  way  to  the  Salmon 

River  mines  . . .  Says  Granville  Stuart,  “About  the  middle  of  July  one  of  this 
party  named  Hurlburt  (against  whom  a  slight  prejudice  existed  because  his 
partner  was  a  big  Negro,  with  whom  he  ate  and  slept)  discovered  the  Prickly 
Pear  diggings  where  the  town  of  Montana  was  afterwards  built.” 

v.  3,  p.  254  —  “Through  these  the  men  at  the  cordelle  struggled  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  and  danger;  till  at  last  a  negro  called  ‘Mose’  sank  into  one 
entirely  out  of  sight,  his  comrades  seeing  him  slowly  perish  without  being 
able  to  yield  him  any  assistance.” 

v.  6,  p.  191  —  Ashley,  Charles  S.  Governor  Ashley’s  biography  and  messages, 
Chapter  6.  “A  large  part  of  the  population  of  Montana  in  1869  was  Southern, 
anti-Negro,  and  Democratic,  and  Governor  Ashley  had  a  hard  time  in  trying  to 
bring  about  harmonious  relations  with  the  legislature.” 

v.  6,  p.  194  —  “One  of  the  reports  relating  to  it  charges  that  Ashley  was 
opposed  to  Negro  suffrage  —  a  most  absurd  charge  for  he  had,  in  truth 
exerted  himself  most  conscientiously  to  obtain  the  right  of  suffrage  for  the 
Negro  race.” 

v.  7,  p.  64  —  “In  the  making  of  the  sun-dried  bricks  there  was  one  gigantic 
Negro  called  “Nigger  George,”  who  could  make  three  times  as  many  bricks 
as  any  other  men,  or  could,  as  Dawson  said,  “do  three  days  work  in  one.” 

v.  9,  p.  180  —  “Nearly  all  the  casualties  occurred  during  the  retreat  and  after 
leaving  the  timber.  Scout  Charlie  Reynolds  (white),  and  Isaiah  Dorman 
(negro),  interpreter  from  Fort  Rice,  were  killed  in  the  timber  on  the  right 
of  Reno’s  second  position.” 

v.  10,  p.  47  —  Fort  Benton  Journal,  Tuesday,  September  25,  1855...  It  was 
sometime  before  they  could  be  gotten  up  but  they  finally  came,  when  Henry  & 
Demos  took  the  wagon  and  George  the  horse  cart  and  brought  in  wood  from 
the  Teton  . . . 

v.  10,  p.  99  —  Fort  Benton  Journal,  Arrivals  of  goods  for  opposition,  1855, 
Oct.  17  —  4  Wagns  and  3  Carts  —  Axes  loaned  Ft.  Benton  0  ’56.  Lists  No.  5 
as  Henry  Mills. 

v.  10,  p.  193  —  U.M.O.  1856  —  Ledger  St.  Louis  Pierre  Choteau  Jr.  and  Com¬ 
pany.  Balance  due  men  remaining  in  the  country  from  1855.  Transferred  July 
31,  1856.  FORT  UNION  —  (Last  one  listed  Henry  Mills  $200.00.) 
v.  10,  p.  267  —  Note  52,  Henry’s  boy  (born  April  13,  1855).  This  may  be  a 
reference  to  Henry  Mills,  whose  son,  Dave  Mills,  later  an  interpreter  at  the 
Blood  Reserve  in  Canada,  was  born  about  this  time. 

v.  10,  p.  281  —  Note  135,  Mills,  Henry,  1808  —  Henry  Mills,  may  have  been 
the  “negro  Henry”  mentioned  in  the  St.  Louis  ledger  of  the  American  Fur 
Company: 

Proportion  of  negro  Henry’s  wages  for  services  to  U.M.O.  1839-40. 

Paid  Kenneth  McKenzie  V2  of  $378.12  $189.06 

Paid  Kenneth  McKenzie  2^  0f  $243.74  1841-42  162.50 

He  was  probably  the  property  of  Kenneth  McKenzie  since  a  portion  of  Mills’ 
wages  were  paid  to  him.  There  were  a  number  of  negroes  at  the  trading  posts 
with  Indian  families..  The  census  of  1870,  Choteau  county,  Montana  territory, 


—12 


included  a  Henry  Mills,  negro,  born  in  Kentucky,  age  62  years,  Indian  wife 
and  daughter.  He  was  also  included  in  the  list  of  inhabitants,  Choteau  county, 
1862-63.  His  son,  Dave,  lived  on  the  Blood  reserve  in  Canada  where  he  was 
employed  as  an  interpreter. 

v.  10,  p.  103-104  —  Mose,  a  Negro  —  Original  Journal  of  James  H.  Chambers, 
Fort  Sarpy  Journal  No.  5,  January  1,  1855. 

v.  10,  p.  248  —  “A  negro  employee,  named  Tom  Reese,  started  after  the 
Indians  to  try  and  bring  back  the  cattle  that  they  were  driving  away,  and  in 
the  pursuit  made  a  show  of  bravado  and  made  many  threats.  The  conse¬ 
quence  was  he  was  shot  dead  when  he  endeavored  to  carry  his  threats  into 
execution.  This  angered  Mr.  Chardon,  the  head  trader,  and  Mr.  Harvey,  the 
chief  clerk,  very  much  and  they  swore  that  they  would  have  revenge  and 
payment  in  full  for  their  loss.” 

v.  10,  p.  284  —  Note  152.  Mose.  -1858.  Mose,  a  negro,  born  in  Virginia  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  journal.  He  was  drowned  in  the  Yellowstone  River,  July,  1858, 
while  working  on  the  cordelle  of  the  boats  going  up  to  Fort  Sarpy  (2nd)  with 
company  goods  and  Indian  annuities  for  the  Crows.  Culbertson  gave  the  year 
as  1846  when  he  described  the  trip  to  Bradley  but  since  it  was  Col.  A.  H. 
Redfield  who  was  in  charge  of  the  distribution  of  the  annuities  it  must  have 
been  1858,  which  was  the  year  Redfield  made  the  journey. 

Langford,  Nathaniel  Pitt.  VIGILANTE  DAYS  AND  WAYS.  New  York,  D.D.  Merril  Co., 
1893,  2  vols.  in  1,  454p. 

p.  324. 

Leeson,  Michael  A.  THE  HISTORY  OF  MONTANA.  Chicago,  Warner  Beers  and 
Company,  1885,  1367p. 

p.  481  —  ‘‘It  is  claimed  that  Woods  (colored)  who  came  with  Hugh  O’Neil’s 
train  and  arrived  at  Bannack,  April  20,  1863,  preached  the  first  sermon  there.” 
p.  636  —  ‘‘On  July  12,  1875,  a  ferry  sunk  on  the  Yellowstone,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons  were  drowned...  and  Berry  Smith  (colored),  an  employe  of 
Nelson  Story.” 

p.  894  —  “Nigger  Prairie,  which  was  included  in  the  original  boundaries  of 
Missoula,  was  so  called  on  account  of  a  Negro  being  murdered  there  for  his 
money  in  1867.” 

Lewis,  Meriwether  and  Clark,  William.  ORIGINAL  JOURNALS  OF  THE  LEWIS  AND 
CLARK  EXPEDITION,  1804-1806...  edited  by  R.  G.  Thwaites,  New  York  Anti¬ 
quarian  Press,  Ltd.,  1959,  8  vols. 

Relates  story  of  York,  Clark’s  Negro  servant,  with  the  expedition. 

Malone,  Michael  P.  and  Roeder,  Richard  B.,  Editors.  THE  MONTANA  PAST,  AN 
ANTHOLOGY.  Missoula,  University  of  Montana  Press,  1969,  376p. 

pp.  113-120  —  Discusses  the  effect  of  the  pro  Confederate  leanings  of  a  large 
segment  of  the  Montana  population  on  non-whites  after  the  CiviTwar. 

Meagher  County  Historical  Society.  MEAGHER  COUNTY;  AN  EARLY-DAY  PIC¬ 
TORIAL  HISTORY,  1867-1967.  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Montana.  Meagher 
County  News,  1968,  1 01  p. 

pp.  52-53  —  Triple  hanging. 

pp.  22,  43,  104  —  Pictures  of  the  Gordon  family. 

MINUTES  OF  THE  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  SESSION  OF  THE  COLORADO  CONFERENCE 
OF  THE  AFRICAN  M.  E.  CHURCH  —  Held  in  Helena,  Montana,  October  11,  1894, 
Published  by  Order  of  Conference  J.  W.  Sanders,  Publisher,  Edmund  G.  Rose, 
Book  and  Job  Printer,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  78p.  (Great  Falls  Public 
Library). 

THE  MONTANA  ALMANAC,  1959-1960.  Missoula,  Montana  —  Montana  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  1958,  445p. 

pp.  160,  178. 
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Montana  Federation  of  Negro  Women’s  Clubs.  STATE  JOURNAL.  Butte,  Montana. 
Oates  and  Roberts,  1921,  60p. 

Proceedings  of  the  first  session  of  the  Montana  State  Federation  of  Negro 
Women’s  Clubs  held  at  Schaffer  A.M.E.  Chapel,  Butte,  Montana,  August 
3-5,  1921.  (Great  Falls  Public  Library) 

Montana.  (Territory)  Laws,  Statutes,  Etc.  ACTS,  RESOLUTIONS  AND  MEMOR¬ 
IALS  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA  passed  by  the  1st  legislative  assembly, 
convened  at  Bannack,  December  12,  1864.  Virginia  fcity,  Montana.  D.  W.  Tilton 
&  Co.,  1866. 

p.  110,  Title  XII,  Chapter  I  of  Witnesses.  Section  320  —  The  following  persons 
shall  be  incompetent  to  testify:  . . .  Sixth,  A  Negro,  Indian  or  Chinaman,  where 
the  parties  of  the  action  are  white  persons,  but  if  the  parties  to  an  action  or 
either  of  the  parties  is  an  Indian,  Negro,  or  Chinaman,  a  Negro  may  be  intro¬ 
duced  as  a  witness  against  such  Negro,  an  Indian  against  such  Indian,  or  a 
Chinaman  against  such  Chinaman.  A  Negro  within  the  meaning  of  this  act 
is  a  person  having  one-eighth  or  more  of  Negro  blood,  an  Indian  is  a  person 
having  one  half  or  more  of  Indian  blood  and  a  Chinaman  is  a  person  having 
one  half  or  more  of  Chinese  blood. 

Montana.  (Territory)  Laws,  Statutes,  Etc.  ACTS,  RESOLUTIONS  AND  MEMOR¬ 
IALS  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA  passed  by  the  1st  legislative  assembly, 
convened  at  Bannack,  Dec.  12,  1864.  Virginia  City,  Montana,  D.  W.  Tilton,  1866. 

An  act  establishing  a  common  school  system  for  the  Territory  of  Montana. 
Chapter  V  School  Fund  Section  16,  p.  433.  —  Every  white  male  inhabitant  over 
the  age  of  21  years;  who  shall  have  paid  or  be  liable  to  pay  any  district  tax, 
shall  be  a  legal  voter  at  any  school  meetings,  and  no  other  person  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote. 

Montana.  (Territory)  Laws,  Statutes,  Etc.  ACTS,  RESOLUTIONS  AND  MEMOR¬ 
IALS  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA  passed  by  the  1st  legislative  assembly, 
convened  at  Bannack,  Dec.  12,  1864.  Virginia  City,  Montana,  D.  W.  Tilton,  1866. 

p.  375,  Section  1.  —  That  all  white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
those  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens,  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  for  Delegate  to 
Congress,  and  for  territorial,  county  and  precinct  officers:  provided,  they  shali 
be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  resided  in  the  Territory 
twenty  days,  and  in  the  county  ten  days,  where  they  offer  to  vote,  next  pre¬ 
ceding  the  day  of  election. 

Montana.  (Territory)  Laws,  Statutes,  Etc.  ACTS,  RESOLUTIONS  AND  MEMOR¬ 
IALS  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA  passed  by  the  1st  legislative  assembly, 
convened  at  Bannack,  Dec.  12,  1864.  Virginia  City,  Montana.  D.  W.  Tilton,  1866. 

p.  178,  Chapter  III,  Section  13.  —  No  black  or  mulatto  person,  or  Indian  or 
Chinese,  shall  be  permitted  to  give  evidence  in  favor  of  or  against  any  white 
person.  Every  person  who  shall  have  one-eighth  part  or  more  of  Negro  blood 
shall  be  deemed  a  mulatto;  and  every  person  who  shall  have  one-half  of 
Indian  blood  shall  be  deemed  an  Indian. 

Montana.  (Territory)  Laws,  Statutes,  Etc.  LAWS,  MEMORIALS,  AND  RESOLU¬ 
TIONS  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA  passed  at  the  7th  Session  of  the 
legislative  assembly  begun  at  Virginia  City,  Montana,  Monday,  December  4,  1871 
...Deer  Lodge:  New  North  West,  James  H.  Mills  Public  Printer,  1872. 

p.  627  —  Section  34.  “An  Act  to  provide  for  a  system  of  common  schools. 
The  education  of  children  of  African  descent  shall  be  provided  for  in  separate 
schools.  Upon  the  written  application  of  the  parents  or  guardians  of  at  least 
ten  such  children  to  any  board  of  trustees,  a  separate  school  shall  be  estab¬ 
lished  for  the  education  of  such  children,  and  the  education  of  a  less  number 
may  be  provided  for  by  the  trustees,  in  separate  schools,  in  any  other  manner, 
and  the  same  laws,  rules,  and  regulations  which  appiy  to  schools  for  white 
children  shall  apply  to  schools  for  colored  children.” 

Montana.  (Territory)  Laws,  Statutes,  Etc.  HOUSE  JOURNAL  OF  THE  9TH  SES¬ 
SION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA, 


begun  at  Helena ...  on  the  third  day  of  January  A.  D.  1876 . . .  Helena,  Montana, 
Helena  Weekly  and  Daily  Herald,  1876,  404p. 

Mr.  Beal,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  reported  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “Mr.  Speaker  —  Your  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  to  which 
the  petition  of  E.  T.  Johnson  and  others  was  referred  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration.  However  much  your  Committee  may  regret  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  people  against  mixed  schools,  your  Committee  are  compelled  to 
recognize  it  as  an  existing  fact.  The  provisions  of  the  law  as  it  now  exists 
bear  heavily  upon  the  various  school  districts.  The  equal  school  privileges 
which  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  are  secured  to  colored 
children,  frequently  lead  to  the  necessity,  under  section  33  of  the  school  law, 
of  expending  large  sums  of  money  for  the  education  of  a  few  colored  children. 
There  is  no  district  within  this  Territory  in  which  there  are  ten  children  of 
African  descent,  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  our  com¬ 
mon  schools.  But  as  a  lesser  number  are  entitled  to  schools  as  good,  and 
for  as  long  a  period  as  is  given  other  children,  the  school  privileges  given  to 
white  children  have  to  be  largely  curtailed  in  order  that  the  separate  colored 
school  may  be  kept.  While  your  Committee  would  not  compel  mixed  schools, 
it  is  nevertheless  of  the  opinion  that  cases  may  occur  where  the  districts 
would  desire  that  the  one  or  more  children  of  color  should  have  some  proper 
place  in  the  regular  school  room,  rather  than  that  the  fund  for  school  pur¬ 
poses  be  divided,  and  the  entire  educational  facilities  impaired  by  maintain¬ 
ing  two  schools,  one  of  which  is  for  no  more  than  from  one  to  a  half  dozen 
scholars,  and  it  is  the  further  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  each  district 
should  regulate  its  own  affairs  in  this  matter,  and  they  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  the  following  bill  and  recommend  its  passage,  all  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted.” 

Montana.  Laws,  Statutes,  Etc.  LAWS,  RESOLUTIONS  AND  MEMORIALS  OF 
ELEVENTH  REGULAR  SESSION  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY.  Helena, 
Independent  Publishing  Co.,  1909. 

Chapter  49,  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  pp.  57-58.  “An  act  prohibiting  marriage 
between  white  persons  and  Negroes,  Persons  of  Negro  blood,  and  between 
White  Persons,  Chinese  and  Japanese,  and  making  such  marriage  void;  and 
prescribing  punishment  for  solemnizing  such  marriage.” 

Montana.  Laws,  Statutes,  Etc.  LAWS,  RESOLUTIONS  AND  MEMORIALS  OF  THE 
THIRTY-THIRD  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY.  Helena  State  Publishing,  1953. 

Chapter  4,  Sections  1-2,  pp.  4-5.  “An  act  to  repeal  Sections  48-106,  48-107, 
48-108,  48-109  and  48-110  of  the  Revised  Codes  of  Montana  1947,  relating  to 
Miscegenous  Marriages  within  the  state.” 

Montana.  Laws,  Statutes,  Etc.  REVISED  CODES  OF  MONTANA,  1947.  Annotated  . . 
Indianapolis,  A.  Smith  Company,  1949. 

64-211  —  Discrimination  on  grounds  of  race,  color  or  creed  in  places  of 
public  accommodation  or  amusement  prohibited.  64-301  —  Freedom  from 
discrimination  as  civil  right  —  employment  —  public  accommodations. 

Mumey,  Nolie.  JAMES  PIERSON  BECKWOURTH,  1856-1866.  Denver,  Fred  A. 
Rosenstock,  The  Old  West  Publishing  Company,  1957,  188p. 

An  enigmatic  figure  of  the  West.  A  history  of  the  latter  year  of  his  life. 

O’Connor,  Richard.  BLACK  JACK  PERSHING.  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday 
and  Co.,  1961,  431  p. 

Mentions  General  Pershing’s  service  at  Fort  Assiniboine,  Montana  Territory, 
commanding  a  troop  in  the  10th  (Negro)  Cavalry. 

Ovitt,  Mable.  GOLDEN  TREASURE.  Dillon,  Montana,  1954,  252p. 
p.  131. 

Price,  Daniel  O.  U.S.  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS.  CHANGING  CHARACTERISTICS 
OF  THE  NEGRO  POPULATION,  (a  1960  Census  Monograph)  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.,  1969,  259p. 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA.  Illustrated,  Chicago,  A.  W. 
Bowen  &  Co.,  n.d.,  1886p. 

Castner,  Mrs.  John  K. 

Raymer,  Robert  George.  MONTANA.  Chicago,  Lewis  Publishing  Company,  1930, 
634 p. 

v.  1,  p.  170. 

•-  * 

Sanders,  Helen  F.  X  BEIDLER:  VIGILANTE.  Norman,  Oklahoma,  University  of 
Oklahoma  Press,  1957. 

p.  147. 

Sharp,  Paul  F.  WHOOP-UP  COUNTRY,  THE  CANADIAN-AMERICAN  WEST,  1805- 
1885.  Minneapolis,  University  of  Minnesota,  1955. 

p.  170  —  Concerns  anti-Negro  feeling  in  Fort  Benton. 

Stout,  Tom.  MONTANA,  ITS  STORY  AND  BIOGRAPHY,  Chicago  and  New  York, 
American  Historical  Society,  1921,  3  vols. 

v.  3,  p.  725  —  Biography  of  Mrs.  John  K.  Castner. 

Warner,  F.  W.  MONTANA  TERRITORY  HISTORY  AND  BUSINESS  DIRECTORY, 
1879.  Illustrated,  Helena,  Fish  Brothers,  Printers  and  Binders,  1879,  218p. 

p.  103  —  Eleven  white  men  and  one  colored  man  were  killed  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Marias,  twelve  miles  from  Benton  by  Blood  Indians  in  the  month  of 
May,  1965. 

Works  Progress  Administration.  GREAT  FALLS  YESTERDAY,  1939,  384p. 

A  collection  of  biographies  and  reminiscences  of  early  settlers  which  includes 
William  Bairpaugh,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Castner,  Mrs.  Maria  Dutriueille,  Laura  Ferguson, 
Mary  Fields,  Mattie  Welch. 

Writer’s  Program.  COPPER  CAMP.  New  York,  Hastings  House,  308p. 
p.  11,  177,  273  —  “Nigger  Liz.”  pp.  6,  268-269  —  “Nigger  Riley.” 
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UNPUBLISHED  WORKS,  MANUSCRIPTS,  THESES 


Tash,  Dale  Raymond,  “The  development  of  the  Common  School  System:  1864- 
1884.”  Bozeman,  Montana,  1968. 

Thesis  (D.  Educ.)  —  Montana  State  University,  Bozeman,  Montana 

Unpublished  term  papers  written  for  History  of  Montana  300,  Montana  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  Bozeman,  Montana. 

Steklich,  Carole,  “Paper  on  Belt,”  1956. 

“In  1876  Mattie  Bell  came  up  the  Missouri  to  Fort  Benton.  In  1879  she  met 
John  Castner  who  was  the  first  settler  in  the  Belt  vicinity,  and  married  him. 
They  built  a  large  log  cabin  of  southern  plantation  style  which  became  Belt’s 
hotel  and  Mattie  cooked  famous  fried  chicken  dinners  here.” 

Griffin,  Lorraine  C.,  “Story  of  Belt,”  1964. 

“The  story  of  Belt  would  not  be  complete  without  mention  of  Mattie  Bell,  the 
first  Negro  to  come  to  Belt.  After  being  freed  from  her  slave  duties  in  North 
Carolina  she  heard  about  the  golden  opportunities  of  the  West.  She  came  to 
Fort  Benton  where  she  worked  in  a  laundry  for  three  years.  Then  in  1879  she 
married  John  K.  Castner  and  together  they  built  the  first  log  cabin  in  Belt. 
Here  Mrs.  Castner  began  her  real  career  as  hotel  keeper  and  mother  of  Belt. 
Their  cabin  was  a  station  for  the  Great  Falls-Lewistown  stage  line.” 

Hauseman,  Dean,  “Paper  on  Virginia  City,”  1920. 

“In  the  early  1900’s  a  Negro  woman,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Bickford,  owned  the  water 
and  the  property  of  the  city  water  system  of  Virginia  City.  She  had  supposedly 
been  a  slave  in  her  early  days.  When  free  she  came  north,  married  a  white 
man,  and  through  him  she  became  rather  wealthy.” 

Beam,  David,  “Paper  on  Yogo.” 

“Millie  Ringgold,  a  Negro  woman,  remained  in  Yogo  after  most  people  left, 
1880.  Claimed  she  had  been  a  cook  for  several  presidents  in  the  White  House. 
Died  and  is  in  an  unmarked  grave  in  Utica.  Washed  and  cooked  for  miners 
and  died  penniless. 


Magnuson,  George,  “Paper  on  Powell  County  —  Headwater  Mining  District.” 

“A  group  of  mines  seven  miles  south  of  Elliston  is  called  the  Nigger  Hill 
Group.  Some  say  its  name  came  from  Gus  Thornton,  a  Negro  who  mined  in 
the  area.  Others,  because  the  hill  coloring  and  appearance  is  dark.” 

‘History  of  Fort  Missoula,  Montana.” 

This  history  was  found  in  the  Adjutant’s  desk  at  Fort  Missoula,  Montana,  by 
Captain  E.  W.  Ely,  4th  Infantry,  March  7,  1931.  Author  unknown.  Beginning 
with  page  25  and  following  through  to  page  29,  one  will  find  the  events  of 
the  arrival  of  colored  troops  at  the  Fort,  some  activities  while  stationed  at  the 
Fort,  and  their  release  from  Missoula.  (Missoula  Public  Library) 

‘The  Life  of  Charles  ‘Smoky’  Wilson,”  Mrs.  John  (Pat)  Brown,  November  30,  1965. 
Typewritten  manuscript  (Montana  Historical  Society  Library) 

Mrs.  Brown  as  a  child  knew  Mr.  Wilson. 
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NEGRO  NEWSPAPERS 


THE  COLORED  CITIZEN  —  Helena,  weekly,  September  3,  1894,  to  December  15, 
1894.  Published  by  Colored  Citizen  Publishing  Co.,  J.  P.  Ball,  Jr.,  ed.,  and 
manager. 

“Entered  the  ring  to  fight  the  capitol  fight  to  the  finish.” 

From  the  COLORED  CITIZEN,  November  5,  1894.  —  “THE  COLORED  CITIZEN 
has  received  a  most  cordial  reception  from  the  good  citizens  of  Helena  and 
the  State  of  Montana.  The  venture  was  a  novelty  in  this  section,  but  it  has 
been  a  success.  Every  people  should  have  a  newspaper  and  none  stand 
more  in  need  thereof  than  colored  Americans.  If  the  effort  in  behalf  of  Helena 
for  the  capital  —  for  the  supremacy  of  good  citizens  over  the  corrupting 
influence  of  corporations  —  for  the  betterment  of  the  Colored  Citizens  of  this 
state  and  their  elevation  in  the  public  estimation  —  then  the  Colored  Citizen 
feels  that  a  good  work  has  been  accomplished.  To  those  who  have  given 
assistance,  encouragement  and  advance  sincere  thanks  are  hereby  examined.” 
(Montana  Historical  Society  Library  has  to  November  5,  1894.) 

MONTANA  PLAINDEALER  —  Helena,  weekly,  March  16,  1906  -  September  8,  1911, 
J.  B.  Bass,  ed.,  Offices  in  Novelty  Block  21  South  Main  1,  Helena.  Joseph  H. 
Tucker,  pioneer  Negro  printer  was  foreman. 

From  MONTANA  PLAINDEALER,  v.  1,  no.  1  —  “With  this  issue  we  make  our 
initial  bow  to  the  public  in  the  field  of  journalism.  We  do  not  claim  that  a 
newspaper  in  this  particular  community  to  be  a  long  felt  want,  nor  do  we 
aspire  to  leadership;  our  only  aim  shall  be  for  the  progress  and  uplifting  of  a 
race  with  which  our  destiny  is  linked  forever.  It  should  be  a  source  of  pride 
to  the  colored  citizens  of  the  country  to  know,  that  they  have,  right  here  in 
Helena,  probably  the  best-equipped  printing  establishment  west  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River. 

“We  shall  at  all  times  advocate  the  principles  of  PEACE,  PROSPERITY  AND 
UNION,  shall  stand  up  for  the  right  and  denounce  the  wrong.  Our  mission 
shall  be  at  no  time  to  stir  up  strife,  but  rather  to  pour  oil  on  the  troubled 
waters. 

“We  believe  that  as  a  race  we  must,  if  we  keep  pace  with  the  mighty  proces¬ 
sion  of  progress,  accumulate  something  and  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever 
become  active  in  the  business  world. 

“In  this  section  of  the  country  there  are  great  opportunities  for  the  frugal 
and  thrifty  in  mining,  agriculture  and  other  pursuits.  We  shall  advocate  a 
development  (sic)  along  these  lines,  the  infusion  of  new  blood,  and  en¬ 
couragement  will  no  doubt  bring  gratifying  results  to  the  colored  race  in  the 
great  Northwest. 

“We  shall  advocate  a  greater  Helena  and  present  to  the  world  the  inexhaust¬ 
ible  resources  of  Montana,  and  in  doing  so  we  shall  endeavor  to  attract  some 
of  the  best  talent  and  citizenship  to  this  great  Eldorado  of  the  Northwest. 

“Politics  shall  always  be  subordinate  to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  our 
people.  While  (we)  shall  always  take  a  definite  stand  on  all  the  political 
questions  which  may  arise;  we  shall  do  so  having  in  view  the  benefits  which 
it  is  possible  for  our  people  to  gain. 

“While  we  are  conservative  and  we  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  that  justice 
which  exalteth  a  nation,  we  unhesitatingly  subscribe  to  the  principle  of  repub¬ 
licanism  as  represented  by  our  present  strenuous  Chief  Executive  and  we 
shall  advocate  those  principles  in  the  columns  of  this  paper. 

“We  can  be  relied  upon  at  all  times  to  advocate  such  principles  and  meas¬ 
ures  as  will  redound  the  greatest  amount  of  good  to  the  greatest  number  of 
our  people.”  Ceased  publication  on  September  8,  1911.  (Montana  Historical 
Society  Library.) 
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NEW  AGE  —  Published  weekly,  May  30,  1902  -  February  7,  1903,  Butte,  New  Age 
Publishing  Co.,  220  South  Idaho  St.,  Duncan,  Smith  &  Dorsey,  Editors. 

From  NEW  AGE,  v:  1,  no:  1  —  “Believing  that  for  many  reasons...  that 
there  is  both  a  great  necessity  and  a  wide  and  useful  field  for  the  publication 
of  a  journal  devoted  to  the  advocacy  of  the  rights  of  the  Negro  in  Montana  — 
as  well  as  serving  the  purpose  of  disseminating  the  facts  and  occurrences 
among  the  race  in  every  field,  thereby  keeping  in  touch  with  each  other,  a 
medium  to  bring  the  colored  people  of  the  state  closer  together  and  estab¬ 
lishing  a  greater  social  unity,  we  embark  this  journalistic  canoe,  set  sail,  aft 
the  truth,  fore  the  facts,  to  the  wind  of  public  sentiment,  hoping  not  to  get 
wrecked  upon  the  financial  shoals  and  have  sufficient  ballast  on  board  not  to 
be  dismantled  by  the  derelicts  and  typhoons  which  will  be  directed  our  way, 
but  that  upon  the  turbulent  and  stormy  waters  of  newspaper  life  we  will  be 
kept  buoyed  by  helping  hands  and  guided  by  the  lighthouse  of  race  support 
and  the  support  of  the  businessmen  who  are  benefited  by  the  race,  we  will 
pilot  safely  into  the  harbor  of  success.”  (Montana  Historical  Society  Library.) 

NORTHWEST  ENTERPRISE  —  Published  weekly,  1920-1962,  Seattle,  Washington. 
Published  as  Enterprise  1920-1930. 

The  Enterprise  carried  a  column  of  Montana  news. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(In  Montana  Historical  Society  Library,  Helena) 

Leavitt,  Bob 

The  Nigger  Bob  Saloon  —  ca  1896-98 

Negro  Cowboy  Newt  Clendenen  XIT  men  on  ferry  at  Fallon 
Negro  Soldiers 

General  Wesley  Merritts’  party  at  St.  Mary’s,  Montana.  10th  Cavalry,  August  1894. 
A  Negro  coachman 


Negro  soldiers  from  Fort  Harrison  in  funeral  cortege  of  Lt.  French. 
Co.  D,  25th  Infantry 

Negro  woman,  Yogo  Sapphire  Mines,  Utica,  Montana 


Smoky  Wilson 


Several  unidentified  photographs,  many  taken  by  J.  P.  Ball 
(In  Wedsworth  Memorial  Library,  Cascade) 

Photograph  of  Mary  Fields  with  the  baseball  team 


—21— 


MISCELLANY 


A  card  which  is  an  invitation  to  the  hanging  of  Philip  Coleman,  Jr.,  a  Neqro  in 
Missoula,  September  10,  1943.  Issued  to  Miss  Arlene  Campbell  by  Missoula 
County  Sheriff  R.  D.  MacLean. 

(Missoula  Public  Library) 


Montana  Federation  of  Colored  Women’s  Clubs.  Correspondence  minutes  re¬ 
ports,  scrapbooks,  1920-1970.  ' 

(Held  by  the  Organization’s  Historian.) 


Letter,  Oecember  29,  1969,  from  Mrs.  Margaret  Gravesgard,  Harlowton,  Montana 
Brief  biographical  information  about  John  Lewis,  Harlowton. 

(Great  Falls  Public  Library) 


Letter,  April  28,  1953,  from  Mrs.  Mabel  Bickford  Jenkins,  207  Grandview  Blvd 

Yonkers,  New  York.  Gives  biographical  information  about  Sallie  Brown  Bickford’ 
Virginia  City. 

(Montana  Historical  Society  Library) 
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Tompson,  L.  T. 

The  Kegro  in  Montana 
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